[image: ][image: ]
2nd Annual Dartmouth Rural Health Symposium
Transforming Rural Health Care: Research-Driven Solutions, Real-World Impact

Dates: Tuesday May 12, 2026, 5:00 to 7:00 PM & Wednesday May 13, 2026, 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
Location: Hanover Inn, 2 E Wheelock St, Hanover, New Hampshire
	Time
	Session
	Location

	Day 1, Evening, Tuesday, May 12th

	5:00pm-7:00pm

	Rural Health Poster Session and Networking
Hors d’oeuvres and light refreshments served
Awarding of the Wennberg prize for best poster
	Grand Ballroom (Main Level)

	Day 2, Wednesday, May 13th

	8:00am-8:30am

	Light breakfast, coffee, tea
	Grand Foyer
(Main Level)

	8:30am-9:00am


	Introduction: Mark Creager, MD, Emeritus Director of the Heart and Vascular Center at Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center, Program Director for the Center for Rural Health Care Delivery Science, Professor of Medicine at Geisel School of Medicine

Welcome:
· Steven Leach, MD, Interim Dean, Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth 
· CEO and President Joanne Conroy, MD, Dartmouth Health

	Grand Ballroom
(Main Level)

	9:00am-10:30am 


	Plenary Session: How Political Perspectives Affect Public Health Policy and the Impact on Rural Communities

Introduction: Amber Barnato, MD, MPH, MS, Wennberg Distinguished Professor and Chair of Health Policy & Clinical Practice, Director, The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy & Clinical Practice

Speaker: Brendan Nyhan, PhD, James O. Freedman Presidential Professor, Dartmouth School of Arts and Science

Panel Members:
· Mathew P. Motta, PhD, Associate Professor of Health Law, Policy, & Management at Boston University's School of Public Health
· Kristin Lunz Trujillo, PhD, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Boston College
· Shana Kushner Gadarian, PhD, Professor, Political Science Department, Associate Dean for Research, Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Merle Goldberg Fabian Professor of Excellence in Citizenship and Critical Thinking

	Grand Ballroom (Main Level)

	10:45am-12:15pm


	Breakout session: Top Ranked Abstracts on Rural Health Research

Moderators: 
· Douglas Sawyer, MD, PhD, Chief Academic Officer, MaineHealth, Interim VP of Research, MaineHealth Institute for Research, and Co-Director, Myocardial Biology & Heart Failure Research Lab
· Tracy Onega, PhD, MA, MPAS, MS, Jon M. and Karen Huntsman, Presidential Professor in Cancer Research, Senior Director of Population Sciences, Professor, Department of Population Health sciences, University of Utah

Oral presentations by faculty and trainees of highly ranked abstracts on rural health research.

	Ford-Sayre & Brewster (Lower Level)

	10:45am-12:15pm 


	Breakout session: Community Engagement and Developing Partnerships 

Facilitator: Angela Zhang, MSW, Senior Population Health Coordinator, Center for Advancing Rural Health Equity
 
An active learning session applying community engagement practices that support partnerships between communities, researchers, health care teams, educators, and students for advancing health and health equity in rural New England.

	Hayward
(Main Level)

	
10:45am-
12:15pm


	Breakout session: The Rural Health Transformation Act: Updates on Implementation in Northern New England

Facilitator: Carrie Colla, PhD, Levy Distinguished Professor and Vice Chair of Health Policy and Clinical Practice, The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice, Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth

Panelists:
· Lisa M. Letourneau MD, MPH, Senior Advisor, Delivery System Change, Maine Department of Health and Human Services Commissioner’s Office
· David Chorney, JD, Deputy Medicaid Director, New Hampshire
· TBD Vermont

	Drake
(Lower Level)

	12:15pm-1:15pm


	Lunch
	Grand Ballroom
(Main Level)

	1:30pm-3:00pm

	Plenary Session: The Role of Trust in Rural Health Care Delivery

Introduction: Sally Kraft, MD, Population Health Officer 
Dartmouth Health, Assistant Professor of Medicine and Health Policy & Clinical Practice 

Speaker: Lauren Taylor, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Population Health, New York Grossman School of Medicine

Panelists:
· Emily Zeitler, MD, MHS, Associate Professor of Medicine at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
· Elizabeth Carpenter-Song, PhD, Research Professor of Anthropology, Dartmouth College
· Jack Westfall, MD, MPH, Professor of Family Medicine (ret), University of Colorado School of Medicine
	Grand Ballroom
(Main Level)

	3:15-4:15 pm
	Interactive Session: Moving Forward Together

Facilitator: Lauren Taylor, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Population Health, New York Grossman School of Medicine
	Grand Ballroom
(Main Level)


	4:15-4:30 
	Closing Remarks
	Grand Ballroom
(Main Level)
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